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WHAT’S NEW? 



New… 

“Pathways” curriculum 
 

One-year sixth form option 
 

Points-based entry criteria 
 

Subjects on offer 
 

Blocking structure 
 

Application system 



New “pathways” 

Elective:  For those likely to get mainly 
   As and Bs; they will be able to 
   choose any subject in each block. 
 

Guided:  For students who get mainly Cs 
   and Bs; a reduced number of 
   more applied courses. 
 

    2020:  For those who, traditionally, 
   wouldn’t have got in to sixth 
   form and want a chance to put 
   things right. 



New one-year sixth form option 

The 2020 pathway 
 

You will study maths and English GCSE re-sit a BTEC in Work 
Skills and then select two from the following: 
 

- Business    - Applied Science 
- Health and Social Care  - Construction 
- Public Services 
 

If you complete the year successfully you will leave with the 
equivalent of 5 GCSEs at C or better. 
 

You will then either be able to apply for apprenticeships OR 
apply to join the “Guided” pathway and complete Level 3 
study here at TDA6 – provided you attain distinctions in your 
BTECs. 



New points-based entry criteria 



New points-based entry criteria 

 

Elective: 43pts+ 
(including English AND 

maths) 

 

 

Guided: 37-43pts 
(including English OR 

maths) 

 

2020: 18pts this 
will be based upon 

“best five” rather than 
best eight.  

Students will still need 
to attain one D and 
one E minimum in 
English language 

/maths AND you must 
show progress during 

Yr. 11. 



New blocking structure 

 



New blocking structure 

 

If you are on the guided pathway you will have to 
choose one subject from EACH block (A, B, C and D) 

from the subjects listed in the shaded boxes.  



New blocking structure 

On the elective 
pathway you will 
be able to select 
any subject from 

EACH block - 
provided, of 

course, you meet 
the subject 

specific entry 
criteria.  



What you want to do upon leaving sixth 
form 

Subjects YOU enjoy AND wish to study in 
depth 

What if you are unsure? 

Sources of information 

Choosing courses, factors to consider 



 

UNIVERSITY ENTRANCE  

Subject/grade requirements 
 

• MEDICINE 
•  Physics, Chemistry, Maths – A*AA 

 

• SOCIAL WORK 
•  Sociology, Health & Soc Care – CCC 

 

• LAW 
•  History, English, Economics – AAB   

 

CAREER SPECIFIC  

Subject/grade requirements 
 

• POLICE 
•  Sociology, Phys Ed. Geography – 

not specified 
 

• ACCOUNTANCY 
•  Maths, Bus Studies,  IT - BBB 

 

• TRAVEL AGENTS 
•  Travel & Tourism, Media – not 

specified 
 

What you want to do upon leaving 
sixth form. 



PhD 

Cicero’s 
influence 

MASTERS 

The Roman Senate 

FIRST DEGREE 

Ancient history 

A-LEVELS, LEVEL 3 BTECs x 3 

English, history, economics (AS biology) 

GCSEs x 9+ 

 e.g. maths, English, English literature, science 
(double), RE, geography, French, product design 

Currently here. 

As your child climbs 
the education ladder 
they will study fewer 

topics but                         
IN GREATER DEPTH 

Subjects YOU 
enjoy AND 
wish to study 
in depth 



Ask for help 

What if you are unsure? 



Try “pairing” subjects:  
some combinations work better than others 

How not to work it … 
 

– Chemistry 

– Dance 

– French 

– Construction 

x 

A better way forward? 
 

– Physics 

– Maths 

– Economics 

– History 

 
 

These 4 subjects have 
little similarity 

/overlap 
What links are there 
between dance and 
construction? 
French and chemistry 
is not an obvious 
combination either. 



Try “pairing” subjects:  
some combinations work better than others 

How not to work it … 
 

– Chemistry 

– Dance 

– French 

– Construction 

x 

A better way forward? 
 

– Physics 

– Maths 

– Economics 

– History 

 
 

These 4 subjects have 
strong links.  

Physics and maths 
work well.  
Economics and history 
support one another.  
Maths and economics 
combine well too. 



Applying to TDA6 

www.ucasprogress.com  

http://www.ucasprogress.com/


 The bit we are 
interested in today – 

search and apply. 



 

Every school, college and 
apprenticeship opportunity 

in Peterborough (and 
Stamford) is using this 

application system. 

When you are 
ready, you will 

need to click on 
“Log in”. 



 

Click here. 



 

Complete this section 
using the registration 

details which the 
school will give you. 



 

This is your “landing” page 
where you can check the 

status of your application or 
start a new one. 

Before you can apply 
you need to search for 

courses and add 
“favourites” to your 

profile. 



 

You must enter a 
location (town, city or 

postcode). 

You can expand your 
search to up to 40 

miles - this could be 
good if you’re looking 

for a specific 
apprenticeship. 

You may wish to enter 
a specific institution or 
course such as Thomas 

Deacon Academy, 
business. 



 

Be careful.  
If you leave the search 

options too broad… 



 

… you may end up with 
too many possibilities - 

14,231! 



 

Of course, if you do, 
you can always narrow 
your search results by 

using the available 
filters 



 

From the search results 
page you can either 

check out all the 
available courses. 



 

Or who all the local course 
providers are – there may 

be a number you have 
never heard of or thought 

of before. 



 

Clicking on any course title 
should give you greater 
detail about the course 

content, assessment and 
entry requirements. 

If you like what you see 
you can then add this 

course to your favourites 
quickly and easily be 

clicking here. 



 

Similarly, if you want to 
find out more about an 
institution click on its 

name. Again, this can be 
added to your favourites. 



 

Once you have searched and chosen some 
“favourites” you can double-check that you are happy 

with all the courses you have identified.  



 

If you’ve changed your 
mind about a particular 

course or a whole 
institution you can 

“remove” them from 
your favourites list. 



 

Once you have your final set of “favourites” you can 
then begin the next stage - creating a profile.  



 

The summary tab gives 
you an over view of all 

the complete (and 
incomplete) parts of 
your profile and is a 

useful reminder of what 
you still need to do. 



 

You need to work along 
the tabs at the top. 

The good news is that 
you only need to do 

this once - your same 
details can be used to 
apply to a number of 

places. 

IMPORTANT – don’t 
forget to “save” each 
section at the bottom 

of the page. 



 

Adding qualifications is easy.  



 

Use the drop down 
menus. 

Your completion 
date will be August 

2016. 

Your predicted 
grades should 

already be entered 
by us – you won’t 
be able to change 

them. 



 

Fairly self-explanatory. 
May be especially 

important for those 
applying for 

apprenticeships.  



 

If you get a bit stuck or are 
unsure what something 

means or what you need to 
do next, return to the first 

“landing” page and click on 
“Applying”. 



 

You can expand each section 
in order to find out more. 



 

When you have completed 
your profile you should be 
able to click send to submit 

your application. 



Key Dates 
1st Oct TDA6 Launch in PD and UCAS Progress goes “live” 
 

14th Oct  Open Evening  
 

4th Nov Carousel taster day - sessions for subjects at TDA 
 

30th Nov APPLICATION DEADLINE   
 

Dec/Jan  Initial interviews with achievement co-ordinators or 6th 
  form team - offer letters sent out 

 

25th Aug GCSE results day – gradesto be submitted 
  by 4.00pm 

 

Aug/Sept  Timetabled interviews (where required) after  
  confirmation of results 


